Artist rediscovers
childhood passion

and ‘Digs’

center of the
Gallery, staring at the colorful
prints that are the only deco
rations on the stark white
walls has come a long way

Mindy Green didn't trawel a
long physical difference to get
there; the distance she oov-
ered was more mental md
emotional.

When Green was a

adult she didn't thi she
deserved to be an artist.
“Ididn't think I deserved to

just make art all the time"”
Green said. “It _'iL'L'I't saemed
like too much fun.”

So, alth Green
st of e Shildheee] doan:
ing =mnd graduated college
with a degree 1 art and pey-
chology she huned to the
tusiness wordd for 13 years

It took a long thme for Green
to come back to art. It wasn't
il after having her second
child that Green retirned to
her art work by taking a class
at the Silvermine Art Guild.

A5 a result of her class,
Gresn received her first come
mission n the shident gallery

1 artraits.

M‘J'} Eesmmp fascmated with
the laman face,” Green said.
“It was difficult and challeng
ing, 50 it almost felt like
wiork

Green then started teach-
ing art classes to preschoolers.
Mo, she teaches classes to all

in

ages and to special popula-
tions, such 82 cancer patients
and people with disahilities,
ont of a etudio she created in

age

Green's own art has grown
as well.

She took an abstract art
class in 2006 and then tried
prinmaking. Both are hemvy
influences in her latest art-
words which is part of the
*Digs” exhibit on display at
the Hawiland Gallery

All 3 pieces in the show
were created by Green in Sep
tember and early October of
this year.
“0Onee Thad the concept the
images just came ot of me"”
Green said.

The name “Digs” is the
effact of the emotional md
physical digging Green did in
preparation for this show:

Green literally dug through
boxes in her own attic and as
thoes at tag sales and second-
hand

Bhe also figuratively dug
thromgh memories to recall
images and moments from her
childhood.

The result of all that dig
ging 15 8 culmination of all
that she has experienced in
her life as an artist, as a
daughter; as amother; heras a
sigter and as & woman in the
world.

“These pieces are deep
internal feelings that are
embedded . me from o
childhood as well as exter
feelings from things I're fonmd
or experienced mn the wodd

Lacal artist Mingy Graan will be giving a talk at the Haviland Streat Gallery tanight abaut kar art-
wark an display. The exhibition iz called Digs, a collection of 39 pieces that includes prints,

paintings, faund ohjocts and wearabla art.

around me"” Green said. "1
foumid that if you're open to
natme and to the world that
certain things will present
themselves to you.”

One of the things nature
presented to Green was an
odd-shaped twig that bends
into a cirenlar formation in its
middle before straightening
ont again, an image that
appears in several of Grea's

s,

Two of Green's favorite
pleces are cs]led"Ps_lmhe" ancl
“At Home ™

Psyche contains an image
of Green's grandmother at 14,
m altar; Asian symbals mned
nsrl.n'\e

The image of har grand-
mother reminds Grean of her-

salf, she zaid

“At Home” is a painting
that Green said she canhardly
take credit for creating.

“It painted itsalf,” she said.
“I had no plan for it. It just
came out of me and kind of
combined all the images that
I've dealt with while created
the art for this shom:™

As for fuhme projects,
Green said she plans to keep

“1 don't just want to make
decorative piaces,” she aaid. T
want my art to rescnate with
pecple. We all have experi-
enced sirife and grief and ter-
rible things in our childhood,
g0 I dor't need to dig all that
up and present it to people.
What I do want to dig up and

Haur phoboATTHEW VINCI

presart are healing, positive
feelings so that when yon look
at something I've created it
tonches your soul.”™

And if someone asked her
now If she deserves to be an
artist, Green said she would
definitely say yes.

*(Whenl create my artiI'm
g0 at home and at peace. so
centered,” Green said. T
deserve to make art not just
formyself, but so that I ean use
my art to make other people
happy”

Staff wrifer Jill Bodoch cor-
ars  jenfures  and  general
assignment.  She omn be
retefed of (203) 3541046 or jbo-
vwehyithefo s om




